
Awards Dinner & Celebration
NOVEMBER 17, 2017

A benefit supporting gifted education 
and its champions



Why IEA? 
Every child deserves to learn something new every day. 
Yet, this right is out of reach for too many of our gifted young people. 
Many gifted students go unidentified and underserved in our education 
system, which is not designed to meet their unique intellectual, creative 
and personal needs–as learners, and as people. 
What does this mean for us? It means that many of our nation’s brightest 
young people are denied the opportunity to meet their intellectual 
and personal potential. It means that students who could be our future 
innovators, creators, scientists and leaders are left to flounder. It means 
our progress is stagnant. 
IEA is here to advocate for these children, to provide programs and 
services that will fuel them intellectually, creatively and personally. We are 
here to provide them the opportunity to work toward their full potential, 
to be part of a community that understands and embraces them. 
Your assistance is critical to our ability to be there, to provide the tools 
and support these children so desperately need and, more importantly, 
deserve. 

Our Mission 
The Institute for Educational Advancement (IEA) is dedicated to the 
intellectual, creative and personal growth of our nation’s gifted and 
high-potential youth. Central to the mission of IEA is a commitment 
to the development of the whole child through engaging educational 
experiences that promote optimal challenge, mentorship, exploration of 
ideas, and recognition of personal potential. IEA seeks to connect like-
minded individuals and supports a diverse community that creates a 
sense of belonging and affirmation. 

Connecting bright minds; nurturing intellectual and personal growth 
www.educationaladvancement.org | 626-403-8900

Reception & Silent Auction
Music provided by IEA Academy students Cadence Dam, Dante 
Dam & Calvin Zheng
Seated Dinner
Music provided by JBK Jazz Trio
Poached Pear Salad of Wild Frisee & Baby Spring Mix with 
Sliced Poached Pears, Candied Walnuts and Stilton Cheese. 
Served with a Port Wine Spiced Vinaigrette.
Grilled Atlantic Salmon served with Wild Mushrooms and 
topped with a Whole Grain Mustard Sauce, or
Prime Flat Iron Steak served with a Peppercorn Brandy Sauce, or
Butternut Squash Ravioili (vegetarian)
Crème Brulee served with seasonal berries
Additional wine, beer or cocktail tickets may be purchased at the 
registration/auction check-out table.
Silent Auction Closes
Welcome	
Dennis Finnerman, Master of Ceremonies
Why IEA?
Elizabeth “Betsy” Jones, President, Institute for Educational 
Advancement
Award Presentations 
Jason & Sandy Roberts, Community Advocate Award
Tony Travouillon, Ph.D., Educator Award
Student Speaker  
Kaitlyn Chen, EXPLORE Alumna and Temple City High School 
Senior (Introduction by Dr. Amy Catlin-Jairazbhoy, UCLA Herb 
Alpert School of Music)
“Fund-A-Future” Live Auction  
Dennis Finnerman

6:00 pm

7:30 pm

Menu

8:00 pm

Program

Evening Program



Speakers 
Dr. Amy Catlin-Jairazbhoy, Adjunct Professor, 
UCLA Herb Alpert School of Music
“Professor Amy” is an Adjunct Professor of 
Ethnomusicology at the UCLA Herb Albert School 
of Music. Her research, writing, teaching, curatorial 
activities and multi-media publications often have an 
applied focus, aimed at community development of 
minority traditions, especially in diasporic settings. In 

particular, Amy’s research involves the classical and non-classical musics 
of South and Southeast Asians and Asian-Americans. She has received 
funding for her numerous research projects across the globe from the 
NEA, NEH, Fulbright and the American Philosophical Society. Amy studied 
piano, voice and musicianship at the Peabody Conservatory. She has her 
master’s in music from Yale and Ph.D. from Brown University.

Kaitlyn Chen, EXPLORE Alumna & Temple City High School Senior
With an early and strong passion for film, Kaitlyn aspires to study film and 
graphic design at University of Southern California. She is well on her way 
to achieving this goal, with her excellent academic record, abundance 
of extracurricular and volunteer activities (many served in a leadership 
capacity), and most recently, after completing an IEA EXPLORE summer 
externship. In the summer of 2017, Kaitlyn received mentorship from 
Dr. Amy Catlin-Jairazbhoy of the UCLA Herb Albert School of Music. 
This mentorship involved research at “Professor Amy’s” Asparsa Media 
for Intercultural Education, where she learned methods of metadata 
production concerning field recordings and editing original audiovisual 
materials in preparation for further research and publication. By the 
completion of the externship, Kaitlyn and Professor Amy together had 
worked at the challenging task of editing an hour-long video featuring 
a capoeira performance. She considers her EXPLORE experience to 
be life-changing, and is eternally grateful for the continued guidance, 
mentorship and support from Professor Amy and IEA staff. Kaitlyn is 
also grateful to the supporters of IEA, who made it possible for her to 
participate in EXPLORE through a scholarship.

Speakers 
Dennis Finnerman, Master of Ceremonies
After spending 25 years as a telecommunications 
services corporate executive, Dennis started his 
own real estate business in 2005. He is one of the 
premier realtors in Coldwell Banker’s top-performing 
Pasadena office, at which he is also the trainer and 
mentor for new realtors. One of his great passions is 
helping his neighbors market and sell their homes to 

maximize value, allowing his clients to move on to successfully navigate 
the next chapter of their lives. Dennis grew up on a farm and put himself 
through college by building mobile homes from the wheels up. Dennis 
received his undergraduate degree from Purdue University where he also 
studied finance and marketing at the graduate level. He takes particular 
pride in giving back to his local community, and supports organizations 
through philanthropy and volunteering his expertise.

Elizabeth Jones, President, Institute for 
Educational Advancement
Betsy Jones is the President of the Institute for 
Educational Advancement, which she co-founded 
nearly 20 years ago in response to a lack of programs 
and resources aimed at supporting the emotional, 
physical and academic needs of gifted children. 
She is an educator, researcher and administrator of 

educational programs, having previously served as the Associate Director 
of The Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth. Betsy holds her master’s 
in special education from the University of Southern California and has 
completed doctoral work in the field of educational policy and learning 
theory.



Honorees
Community Advocate Award Jason & Sandy 
Roberts
Jason and Sandy Roberts have worked to ensure the 
needs of highly able learners are met in Pasadena 
Unified. Initially coaching elementary and middle 
school students in math, Jason and Sandy launched 
Math Academy to provide gifted middle and high 
school students with the skills and insight needed 

to excel in honors math and science at the most elite universities. Math 
Academy partners with Pasadena Unified in reaching students starting in 
6th grade and offering them sequenced math coursework that culminates 
in completing Calculus in 8thgrade. With a mathematics degree from 
University of Chicago, Jason has launched technology startups and built 
high-frequency trading systems. He designed and developed much of 
Uber’s original real-time and global technologies. Sandy has spent the last 
ten years on nonprofit boards, holding leadership positions with Junior 
League and Pasadena Educational Foundation. With an economics degree 
from University of Chicago, she shares her love of math by teaching at the 
Math Academy and fundraising for the organization. 

Educator Award: Tony Travouillon, Ph.D.
Since 2011, Tony has been delighting gifted young 
minds through his IEA Academy classes. According to 
one parent of a student in Tony’s Astronomy class, “Mr. 
Tony inspired my child with his passion and knowledge 
of science and made learning fun.” Teaching classes 
like Physics, Electrical Circuitry and Astronomy, Tony 
helps students explore the universe and learn how 
to build electrical circuits. An astrophysicist, he is a 

System Scientist at Thirty Meter Telescope Observatory, where he conducts 
experimental research on atmospheric turbulence and its repercussions for 
astronomy, image degradation, adaptive optics and interferometry. Since 
receiving his Ph.D. in astrophysics at the University of New South Wales, 
Tony has remained devoted to sharing his knowledge and experience with 
others. He holds a Visiting Associate position at Caltech and is an Adjunct 
Professor at College of the Canyons. 



?
Math Academy is a Pasadena Unified School District program aimed at 

radically accelerating the learning curve of its mathematically gifted students 
by providing a curriculum that matches their abilities. The goal of Math 

Academy is to prepare these students to excel in the honors math and science 
programs at the most elite universities in the world.  



Fusion Academy Pasadena
323.258.2012 

FusionPasadena.com
825 Colorado Blvd., Suite 118

Los Angeles, CA 90041

Fusion Academy is a revolutionary, accredited private middle and high school where 

all classes are one-to-one: one student and one teacher per classroom. This 

allows scheduling to be customized and for teachers to personalize curriculum and 

teaching styles to each student’s individual strengths, interests, and learning style. 

Students may enroll full-time, take a class for credit, or utilize our tutoring services 

any time of the year. Connect with our campus to set up a tour!

One-to-one
classrooms
allow gifted 
students to 
accelerate. 

Full-Time Academy    |    Classes for Credit    |    Tutoring/Mentoring    |    Grades 6-12

Sponsors
We thank our generous sponsors for supporting the Awards Dinner & 

Celebration and IEA’s efforts to meet the needs of gifted learners and their 
families.

CHAMPION 
Jason & Sandy Roberts

ADVOCATE 
Peter & Jennifer Burke 

Dennis & Nancy Finnerman 
McDonell Family

SUPPORTER 
Anonymous 

Hahn & Hahn 
Becky & Peter Knell 

Seong Sik Jeon & Joo Eun Bae 
Licher Printing & Mailing 
Chris & Abby Newman

IN-KIND DONORS 
Floral Arrangements: Rosario S. Abonal 

Master of Ceremonies: Dennis Finnerman  
Music: The Zheng Family 
Music: The Dam Family  

Music: JBK Jazz Trio 
Photography: Lisa LaFrance-Fergesen 

Printing: Licher Printing & Mailing

Sponsors and In-Kind Donors listed as of 11/6/17.



Fund-A-Future Live Auction 
SUPPORTING THE FUTURE OF GIFTED CHILDREN

For every $1 that IEA receives from program fees or tuition, IEA subsidizes 
the same amount through charitable donations so that we can continue 

to provide the highest quality programs and services for gifted youth and 
their families. And because IEA does not turn away any family because 

of inability to pay, we rely on donor support to provide scholarships and 
financial aid to those who need it. 

Each year, IEA serves more and more families in need of financial aid 
so that their gifted children can access programs that nurture them 

intellectually, emotionally and socially. Also each year, our free Gifted 
Support Group meetings increase in frequency and size in order to meet 

the demand for information and guidance from parents of gifted children.

Donate today to help IEA continue our important efforts in serving gifted 
children and their families. We believe that every child deserves to learn 
something new every day, and should have access to a welcoming and 

safe environment to grow intellectually, emotionally and socially. Help us 
help children learn and help IEA provide that environment to our gifted 

community.

Donations to IEA are tax-deductible to the extent allowable by law. Please 
consult your financial or tax advisor for further information.



SCI-ARC

Auction Rules
FOR THE SILENT AUCTION 

•	 Make sure that your name, bidder number and bid amount are clearly 
placed on the sheet that corresponds to the item you would like to 
purchase.  Any illegible bids will be excluded.  

•	 Incremental bids must be equal or exceed the states minimum 
increase required for the item.  

•	 Placing a bid on an item constitutes an offer, which, if accepted by the 
Benefit Committee, constitutes a binding purchase contract.  

•	 Upon closing of the Silent Auction, all bidding must stop. The highest 
bid in conformance with these rules at that time will be deemed 
the winning bid. In the event of a dispute, the Benefit Committee 
Chairperson shall act as the final authority and shall determine the 
winning bid.  

PLEASE NOTE
•	 All items are to be paid in full at the conclusion of the event. Payment 

may be made by check, cash, Visa or MasterCard.
•	 All sales are final. No exchanges or refunds are possible. Everything 

is sold “as is.” IEA assumes no responsibility for the validity of the 
description, authenticity or condition of any item offered for sale.

•	 All activities and services are subject to availability. A minimum of 30 
days advance notice is suggested. The conditions and terms of the 
items must be adhered to.  

•	 All items and services are non-transferrable.  
•	 Unless otherwise stated, all items and services expire within one year 

of the date of the event. 

Waiver, Release of Liability and Disclaimer
As a condition of sale, the buyer waives any claims for liability against IEA. IEA 
is not liable for any damage and/or injury that may result from the purchase, 
participation in, or the use of any donated item or service. The purchaser of the 
item or service agrees to, and expressly does, release and hold IEA harmless 
from any all claims for liability for any such damage and/or injury.  IEA makes no 
representation or warranties as to any donated item or service.  
IEA has attempted to describe and catalog all items correctly. IEA neither warrants 
nor represents, and shall in no event be responsible for the correctness of the 
descriptions, genuineness authorship, provenance or condition of the property. No 
statement contained in this program or made orally at the sale shall be deemed 
such a warranty, representation or assumption of liability.  
IEA is a qualified, non-profit organization. Tax ID number: 95-4695698. Please 
consult your tax advisor for tax deduction allowance.  

Summer Program
sciarc.edu



IEA Programs & Services
The Institute for Educational Advancement (IEA) encourages gifted 
children and their families to pursue their intellectual potential and 
advocate for their individual needs. Our programs and services provide 
gifted children, ages 2-18, with access to rigorous intellectual offerings, 
individualized learning opportunities, qualified mentors and accepting 
communities they would not otherwise find in traditional school systems. 

IEA’s four primary programs have been created to nurture the needs 
of gifted learners at different stages of their intellectual and personal 
development:
•	 Academy offers a menu of enrichment courses to K-8 students. 
•	 EXPLORE matches gifted high school students with professors, 

business professionals, scientists, lawyers and doctors who mentor 
participants as they conduct research and work in real career settings. 

•	 The Caroline D. Bradley Scholarship awards gifted seventh graders 
a four-year high school scholarship and personalized counseling and 
guidance. 

•	 Yunasa and Yunasa West are summer camps to help gifted youth 
ages 10 to 15 pursue personal growth and balance. 

IEA builds on our programs by providing additional services, including:
•	 Professional Development and Consulting to families and 

educators to guide them in the optimal educational fit for their 
students, learn about best practices in the identification and teaching 
of gifted learners and explore methods for evaluating student growth. 
Free monthly Gifted Support Group meetings support these efforts;

•	 An online catalog of resources in our Gifted Resource Center; and
•	 Our Public Policy Initiative brings together national experts to 

ameliorate the gap in gifted services in our school systems.  

IEA’s whole-child approach is unique in that our programs and services 
promote intellectual, physical, spiritual, emotional, and social growth. 
Many gifted learners within the IEA community will go on to contribute 
to the advancement of society through scientific, entrepreneurial, legal, 
creative and humanitarian work. 

Board of Directors
OFFICERS

President 
Chairman of the Board  

Vice President 
 

Treasurer 
 

Secretary 

Elizabeth D. Jones, President, IEA
Jeffrey Hudson, Director, Ride Project 
Engineering, Walt Disney Imagineering
Carolyn A. Hampton, Senior Counsel, Warner 
Brothers Home Entertainment 
Dan Goggins, Managing Director, Gaming 
Investment Banking, Wells Fargo Securities, LLC 
Zadra Rose Ibañez, Director of Operations, IEA

DIRECTORS
Richard Baptie, Senior Vice President (Retired), Hathaway Dinwiddie 
Construction Company
Jennifer Burke, Community Volunteer
Jim Delisle, Distinguished Professor (Retired), Kent State University
Hap Deneen, Vice President, Consulting, Frukt North America
Seth Freeman, Writer and Producer
Michael W. Grebe, Former President/CEO, The Lynde and Harry 
Bradley Foundation
Byron Lichtenstein, Vice President, Insight Venture Partners
Chris Newman, Chief Financial Officer, Rodan + Fields
Jonathan Shintaku, CEO/Co-Founder, SpotSync, Inc.

ADVISORY BOARD
Reed Coleman, Chairman and CEO, Madison-Kipp Corp.
James W. Davis, President/Owner, The Davis Group Ltd. 
Megan Prichard, General Manager, Uber
Charles V. Wise, Principal, Galileo Planning Group, Inc.



Harker School

The Harker School  |  San Jose, CA  |  K-12  I  Preschool  |  Summer  |  www.harker.org

We salute the Institute for Educational 

Advancement’s important programs and 

services for gifted youth and families in 

the community. Your generous support 

over the years has helped many Harker 

students discover their passions, and we 

thank you!

Preschool - Grade 12

F I N D  Y O U R 

Passions 
AT  H A R K E R !

The Burke Family 
congratulates this year’s 
honorees for their work 

on behalf of giften 
children.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DELBARTON SCHOOL 
Morristown, New Jersey 

appreciates  
and supports   

the important work of 
 

Institute  
For 

Educational  
Advancement 

 
 
 
 

Learn more about us at Delbarton.org 



Dennis & Nancy Finnerman 
are proud supporters of the 

inspiring students IEA serves.

Sponsored by Dennis Finnerman, Realtor 
Personal. Professional. Positive. 

Admissions Planning LLC
Aquarium of the Pacific 

Tom & Ellen Azzolini 
The Bar Method
BootCamp LA
Wendy Brown

Capital Genealogy 
Carnegie Observatories

Collector’s Paradise 
Corepower Yoga

Jim Delisle
Dinosaur Farm

Disneyland Resorts
Erin Vaughan Illustration

Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse
Green Street Restaurant 

Scott & Carolyn Hampton
HopSkipDrive
Hot 8 Yoga

Zadra Rose Ibanez
Elizabeth D. Jones
Nicole LaChance
Los Angeles Zoo 

Brian & Cindy Malouf

Magical Playground
Mark Martis

Ted Mergenthaler
Mother Moo Creamery

Natural History Museum
Olive & June

Orange Paul Ceramics
Pizza Press

Bonnie Raskin
Adam & Alicia Rockmore 

Roclord Studio
Seaglass Art Photography

Peggy Shoemaker
Soul Cycle

Thomas Fallon Photography
Tony Travouillon, Ph.D.

Universal Studios Hollywood
The University Club of Pasadena

Sylvia Veintulis
Warner Bros. Productions 

Debora Wong & Polo Ornelas
The World Famous Laugh Factory

Joe Yoshida

Silent Auction Donors
We thank our Silent Auction Donors for supporting the Awards 

Dinner & Celebration and IEA’s efforts to meet the needs of gifted 
learners and their families.

Silent Auction Donors listed as of 11/6/17.



Imagine
Persevere
Achieve

www.bridges.edu | (818) 506-1091

Bridges educates gifted students 
(grades 4-12) who learn differently. 

Our College-Prep Program is 
strength-based, student-centered 

and life-changing.

Congratulations 
to IEA and this 

year’s honorees!

www.MercerEd.com | (310)773-3449 

Private college counseling 
for high school students 

online or in person



thank you,
Bonnie & Brianna, for 
your generous support 
and guidance! 

-The CDB Family



Connecting bright minds; nurturing intellectual and personal growth

We love you, Fellows!
We are committed to providing 

education, insight, guidance and 
emotional support about giftedness.

650-762-5756
www.giftedsupportcenter.com

205 East 3rd Avenue, Suite 201    San Mateo, California 94401

GIFTED SUPPORT CENTER  
                     ...nurturing small poppies   

thank you



www.CooperConsultingGroup.com

The Institute for Educational Advancement would like to thank 

Cooper Consulting 
for their generous support of gifted education and tonight’s event. 

CONSULTING | WORKSHOPS | COACHING

Helping Leaders & Teams Be 
Their Best

thank you  
to an amazing team of women!

With Love, IEA Kids

Pre-K - 6th Grade 
Nurturing a child’s natural wonder  

and personal dignity.

_____________________________________ 

Admission Tours 

Wednesdays from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
Register at waldenschool.net/tours 

October 18, 2017 
November 1, 2017 

November 15, 2017 
November 29, 2017 
December 6, 2017 
January 10, 2018 

_____________________________________ 

waldenschool.net 
626.792.6166




